
Nativity Set for St. Mary’s Church 
 

Baby Jesus 

The infant is depicted with open arms to show that the Lord is inviting us to accept 

salvation. His humble birth shows that God comes to us, not as a privileged ruler but as 

one of us. He is approachable and accessible. Jesus is laying in a manager, a feeding 

trough. This is a major spiritual symbol because Jesus nourishes our body and our soul 

through His Body and Blood in the Eucharist.  

 

Virgin Mary 

Mary is shown kneeling over Jesus in adoration and prayer. She has a great reverence for 

God and His holy will for her. Mary was ever obedient, as when she said “yes” to God 

when the Angel Gabriel appeared to her. It is through Mary that we have Jesus in the 

world and it is through Mary that we can become closer to Jesus.   

 

St. Joseph 

St. Joseph is standing strong and silent over the Infant in the manager. He is ever ready to 

provide whatever is needed for his family. St. Joseph is holding a lantern, not only to 

provide light for his family but to show us to have faith in God’s power even when the 

night is darkest. 

 

Gloria Angel 

The Gloria Angel is announcing “Glory to God in the highest.” An angel appeared to the 

shepherds and announced that the savior was born. This one angel represents all of the 

angels in Heaven who give glory to God incessantly and who are with each one of us to 

guide us to Him.  

 

King with Gold 

The kings traveled from different places and were different ages, representing the many 

men of the earth and the various stages of life. The gift of gold represents Jesus’ kingship. 

Gold was a precious metal and a valued commodity in the ancient world. It symbolized 

great wealth and by presenting gold to Jesus, it showed that they considered Jesus to be a 

king. 

 

King with Frankincense 

The kings traveled from different places and were different ages, representing the many 

men of the earth and the various stages of life. The gift of Frankincense was closely 

associated with ceremonial worship of God. Presenting Frankincense to Jesus showed 

they considered Jesus to be a prophet.   

 

King with Myrrh 

The kings traveled from different places and were different ages, representing the many 

men of the earth and the various stages of life. The gift of Myrrh was used to prepare 

bodies for burial. This gift foreshadows Jesus’ sacrificial death and reveals Jesus as 

Priest.  

  



Male Shepherd with Sheep 

Unlike the kings, the shepherds have no gift to give the Lord. Rather, they come to 

receive and to fall on their knees before the Lord to adore Him. This is the purpose for 

which all men have been created. The shepherd with the sheep in his arms represents 

Jesus as The Good Shepherd who gathers the lambs in His arms and carries them close to 

His heart (Isaiah 40:11).  

  

Male Shepherd with Food 

Unlike the kings, the shepherds have no gift to give the Lord. Rather, they come to 

receive and to fall on their knees before the Lord to adore Him. This is the purpose for 

which all men have been created. The shepherd with the food in his basket offers what 

little he has.  Food is vital for our growth and nourishment.  This represents the spiritual 

food that Jesus will give us in the Eucharist to promote spiritual growth and to nourish 

our souls.   

 

Male Shepherd with Rooster 

Unlike the kings, the shepherds have no gift to give the Lord. Rather, they come to 

receive and to fall on their knees before the Lord to adore Him. This is the purpose for 

which all men have been created. The shepherd with the rooster represents the tradition 

that a rooster crowed at the moment of the birth of our Lord.  

 

Female Shepherd with Apples 

Unlike the kings, the shepherds have no gift to give the Lord. Rather, they come to 

receive and to fall on their knees before the Lord to adore Him. This is the purpose for 

which all men have been created. The shepherdess holding the apples represents man, 

who comes to the Lord with his sins, and is forgiven by the sacrifice of Jesus, who came 

to cleanse us of the Original Sin.  

 

Camel Driver 

 
The Camel driver works diligently to care for his camel so that his master can visit the 

infant in Bethlehem. The driver does his duty with joyfulness and should be an example 

to all people to do our daily duties with honor and care as we travel on our journey 

towards the Lord. 

 
 

Camel 

The camel transported the kings. Known for endurance and the ability to travel far, the 

camel symbolizes that Jesus’ message would be carried far into many lands. The camel is 

also known for strength and persistence for no other animal could endure the severe and 

continual hardships they do when traveling. 

 

Ox 

The ox represents the people of Israel and symbolizes the patience they had waiting for 

the messiah. The ox kneels quietly in devotion to the infant, showing true faith in God.  

 



Donkey 

The donkey represents humility and readiness to serve. The donkey held the pregnant 

Mary and safely brought her across the rocky terrain into Bethlehem. Jesus also rode a 

donkey into Jerusalem. The donkey recognizes the baby lying in the manger as the Lord 

of all and keeps vigilance waiting to serve Him.  

 

Sheep and Lamb 

The Sheep and the Lamb symbolizes purity and innocence.  Sheep were used for 

religious sacrifice in the old testament. The lamb is defenseless against its enemy. When 

taken from the flock, is has a very low survival rate. Jesus is often referred to as the 

“Lamb of God” and Jesus’ earthly mission was a sacrificial offering. Now, the lamb 

becomes a symbol of strength, conquering evil through the ultimate sacrifice of its life. 

 

 


